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Situation 

The current big game preference point system in Oregon does not have a provision for 

passing on preference points to immediate family members and grand children in the 

event of the death of the current point’s holder. Many of Oregon’s best big game hunts 

now require over 20 points (20 years), of point accumulation with the trend moving to 

even more points required. As more and more baby boomer hunters move to the golden 

years with large preference point banks the risk of dying before drawing a prime hunt is a 

real possibility. 

 

Background 

Oregon’s preference point online archives go back to 2005. Oregon has maintained a 

license, tag, non-refundable or non-transferable rule to the present time even as other 

western states have moved forward to accommodate unplanned life situations that many 

Oregon hunters encounter throughout their hunting years. Arizona has recently adopted a 

PointGuard System providing hunters with a way to save your points if you have a 

situation that makes you unable to hunt (Brady Miller, Jan. 2017 gohunt.com). They 

charge a $5 fee to recover administrative costs. California allows for a written request to 

retain preference points. Colorado has an extreme medical circumstance or death 

provision. Idaho allows for a transfer of points to a resident child or grandchild. Nevada 

and Montana allow for a refund upon death of the points holder to family. New Mexico 

allows for the Director to refund or transfer points upon death of licensee.  

 

Assessment 

As our big game hunting family experiences become invaluable, it is important that we 

make provisions to keep our next generation hunters engaged with our wildlife 

management and carry on decades of tradition. By adopting a pass-it-on preference point 

strategy, we can ensure that points accumulated over many years in good faith can be 

transferred to a direct family member/grandchild as a legacy inheritance of our hunting 

traditions and investment in future generations of both hunters and wildlife. 

Accommodating Oregon’s big game hunters and keeping up with their changing needs 

and keeping pace with other progressive western states will send a positive signal to 

Oregon hunters. By charging a modest $3-$5 pass it on fee for hunters that want this type 

of insurance policy, hunters can rest easy that decade point investments will be preserved 

for family members. 

 

Recommendation   

ODFW to adopt a “pass-it-on” provision to allow the transfer of preference points to 

immediate family members and/or grandchildren in the event of the death of the 

license/preference point holder. Keeping this provision simple and clear will allow for 

easy interpretation by Oregon hunters. By making the provision optional, it puts the 

decision in the hands of the points holder. By charging a small fee, it allows ODFW to 

recover administrative costs. 


